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Capoeta erhani, a new species of cyprinid fish 
from Ceyhan River, Turkey 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Davut Turan*, Maurice Kottelat** and F. Güler Ekmekçi***

Capoeta erhani, new species, is described from the Ceyhan drainage, eastern Anatolia. It is distinguished from the 
other members of the C. trutta species-group (Capoeta species with numerous irregular black spots on the dorsal 
half of the body and dorsal and caudal fins) by a shorter dorsal fin, a less ossified last simple dorsal-fin ray, 
fewer scales in lateral line, fewer scales between anal-fin origin and lateral line.

* Rize University, Faculty of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, 53100 Rize, Turkey.  
E-mail: davutturan61@hotmail.com

** Case postale 57, 2952 Cornol, Switzerland (permanent address), and Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, 
National University of Singapore, Kent Ridge, Singapore 119260. E-mail: mkottelat@dplanet.ch

*** Department of Biology, Faculty of Sciences, Hacettepe University, Beytepe Campus, 06800 Ankara, Turkey. 
E-mail: gulere@hacettepe.edu.tr

Introduction

The genus Capoeta was last revised by Karaman 
(1969) who recognized seven valid species: C. tin-
ca, C. fusca, C. pestai, C. buhsei, C. capoeta, C. trutta 
and C. barroisi. Karaman also recognized 14 sub-
species within C. capoeta, but later authors treated 
several of them as distinct species. Banarescu 
(1999) mentioned eleven valid species: C. capoeta 
(from Kura drainage), C. umbla (from Tigris and 
Euphrates drainages), C. aculeata (near Tehran, 
Iran), C. macrolepis (near Tehran, Iran; a synonym 
of C. aculeata according to Coad & Krupp, 1994), 
C. tinca (northern Anatolia, western Georgia), 
C. sieboldii (northern Anatolia, western Transcau-
casia), C. pestai (Egridir and Beysehir Lakes, 
Turkey), C. trutta (Tigris, Euphrates and Orontes 
drainages), C. barroisi (Tigris and Euphrates drain-

ages), C. buhsei (Lake Namak basin, Iran), C. saa-
di (Mand River, Iran; a synonym of C. damascina 
according to Coad, 1991, 1995), C. fusca (Tedzhen 
River drainage, eastern Iran) and C. gibbosa (Boch-
sani [Bukhsani], Iran; a synonym of C. capoeta 
according to Coad, 1991, 1995). Turan et al. 
(2006a-b) considered C. capoeta (Kura and Arax 
drainages), C. angorae (Seyhan, Ceyhan and Oron-
tes drainages, Turkey, Mediterranean basin), 
C. bergamae (Gediz River, Turkey, Aegean basin) 
and C. kosswigi (Ercis Stream, Lake Van basin, 
Turkey) as valid species and described C. baliki 
(Sakarya and Kızılırmak drainages, Turkey), 
C. banarescui (Çoruh drainage, Turkey) and C. ek-
mekciae (Çoruh drainage, Turkey).
 Within the genus Capoeta, a group of species 
is characterized by a fusiform body, irregular 
black spots on the dorsal half of the body or plain 
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